Die Vollstandigste Naturgeschichte Der Affen

DIE VOLLSTANDIGSTE NATURGESCHICHTE DER AFFEN
What might have become a waiting game of epic duration was ended when the door to the room swung inward, and a doctor in a white lab coat
entered from the corridor. He was backlighted by fluorescent glare, his face in shadow, like a figure in a dream..A surprising number of the women
who had been his lovers were recreational drug users, and over the past couple years, he had met several dealers who supplied them. From the least
savory of these, he purchased five thousand dollars' worth of cocaine and LSD to establish his credibility, after which he inquired about forged
documents.."Well, it's true," he said, finally turning the key in the proper direction and firing up the engine..Using a three-step folding stool, he was
able to get near enough to one of the vent plates in the living room to determine whether it might be the source of the song. just then the singing
stopped..A smoldering cigarette, usually dangling aslant from one corner of a hard mouth set in a cynical sneer, was standard issue for tough-guy
gumshoes, but Nolly didn't smoke. His failure to develop this bad habit resulted in a less satisfyingly murky atmosphere than the clients of a private
dick might expect..Agnes ran to the kitchen, where she had been working when the doorbell rang, packing boxes of groceries to be delivered with
the honey-raisin pear pies that she and Jacob had baked this morning..he had sat here with a pencil, making shopping lists. Now, instead of a pencil,
there was the Italian-made .22 pistol..Surprisingly, dolls. Quite a few dolls. Apparently the bastard boy was effeminate, a quality he sure as hell
hadn't inherited from his father..Celestina indicated to Tom that he should sit at the head of the table, facing Agnes at the foot. As Wally lowered
himself into the empty chair to Tom's left, Celestina picked up two items from the sideboard and put them in front of Tom, before sitting to his
right..On October 15, Junior acquired a third Sklent painting: The Heart Is Home to Worms and Beetles, Ever Squirming, Ever Swarming, Version
3..For reasons of mice and dust, doors at the Lampion house were never left ajar, let alone open this wide.."I'll do your share of the housework for a
month. If I'm closer to the date, you clean up all my pie-baking and other kitchen messes for a month-the bowls and pans and mixers,
everything.".Having booked the suite for three nights, Tom expected that he would spend far fewer late hours in his bed than sitting watch in the
shared living room..Heinlein dreamed of traveling to far worlds. Prior to his death, John Kennedy had promised that men would walk on the moon
before the end of the decade. Barty wanted nothing so grand, only to read a few stories, to lose himself in the wonderful private pleasure of books,
because soon each story would be a listening experience only, no longer entirely a private journey..Although faint and somewhat hollow, the
woman's crooning was pure and so on-note that this a cappella rendition fell as pleasantly on the ear as any voice sweetened by an orchestra. Yet
the song had a disturbing quality, as well, an eerie note of yearning, longing, a piercing sadness. For want of a better word, her voice was
haunting..The pubescent physician returned with three colleagues, who crowded behind the privacy curtain to proclaim that none of them had ever
seen any case remotely like this before. The oldest-a myopic, balding lump-insisted on asking Junior probing questions about his marital status, his
family relationships, his dreams, and his self-esteem; the guy proved to be a clinical psychiatrist who speculated openly about the possibility of a
psychosomatic component..Phimie must be honored now with laughter instead of with tears, because her life had left Celestina with so many
memories of joy and with joy personified in Angel. To fend off tears, she said, "Listen, Clark Kent, we women need our little secrets, our private
thoughts. If you can really read my heart this easily, I guess I'm going to have to start wearing lead brassieres."."I suspect," Tom said, "that any job
you set your mind to, you'd be as good as you are at teeth.".But he was more than she had ever imagined her boy to be, more than merely a
prodigy..Agnes wasn't able to interpret his expression, not because he was in the least difficult to read, but because her perceptions were skewed by
sudden fear and a flood of adrenaline. Her heart seemed to spin like a flywheel in her breast.."Maybe it's not where the heart is," Wally corrected
himself. "Maybe it's where the buffalo roam.".In his apartment once more, enjoying a cognac and a handful of pistachios as Monday changed to
Tuesday, he decided that he should make 'preparations for the possibility that he might one day leave incriminating evidence in spite of his
precautions. He ought to convert a portion of his assets into easily portable and anonymous wealth, like gold coins and diamonds. Establishing two
or three alternate identities, with documentation, also would be wise..tasteful hint of it was on display; nothing about this beauty could be called
cheap..on both sides of the property, the neighbors can't see, but some know, have always known, and have less interest.Her strength was the
strength of stones only in the sense that she felt as immovable as rock, yet she found the resources to raise one arm, to place her left hand over
Maria's bead-tangled fingers. "But the baby's dead.".A pink spot in the center of Victoria's forehead marked the point of impact. Soon it would be
an ugly bruise. The skull bone did not appear to have been cratered..In Cain's bedroom, Tom Vanadium's hooded flashlight revealed a six-foot-high
bookcase that held approximately a hundred volumes. The top shelf was empty, as was most of the second..The only light came from a reading
lamp. An adjustable brass shade directed the light down onto a chair..The blue vault above, cloudless now, was the most threatening sky that Edom
had ever seen. The air was astonishingly dry so soon after a storm. And still. Hushed. Earthquake weather. Before this momentous day was done,
great temblors and five-hundred-foot tidal waves would rock and swamp the coast..Devil mountains, sacred islands, sacramental rivers and cities,
Jesuits: These spiritual references at every turn made Junior uneasy. This was a haunted night, no doubt about that. He wouldn't have been greatly
surprised if he had glanced at his rearview mirror and seen Thomas Vanadium's blue Studebaker Lark Regal closely tailing him, not the real car
raised from Quarry Lake, but a ghostly version, with the filthy-scabby-monkey spirit of the cop at the wheel, an ectoplasmic Naomi at his side,
Victoria Bressler and Ichabod and Bartholomew Prosser and Neddy Gnathic in the backseat: the Studebaker packed full of spirits like a
bozo-stuffed clown car in a circus, though there would be nothing funny about these revenge-minded spooks when the doors flew open and they
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came tumbling out..When he held fast to his sanity, common sense eventually told him that the coin must have been left much earlier in the night,
soon after he had set out for Victoria's house. In fact, in spite of the new locks, Vanadium must have stopped here on his way to see Victoria,
unaware that he would meet his death in her kitchen-and at the hands of the very man he was tormenting..Gradually, Agnes realized that this was
not a prayer for the soul of a deceased infant but for the survival of one still alive..Rising slowly like the blade in the hands of an ax murderer as
deliberate as an accountant, Thomas Vanadium's gaze arced from Junior's clenched fist to his face..He didn't allow himself to ponder why
Vanadium had come here or what relationship might have existed between the cop and Victoria. All that was for later consideration, after he had
dealt with this unholy mess..If either of them suspected that she was lying, it was Edom. He looked puzzled, but he didn't pursue the issue..playing
cards, Agnes fixated on Deed's blond bangs, which curled across his broad brow..Granted that he was only three going on four, nevertheless Barty
had never met anyone with as much cheerful imagination as Angel. He intended to marry her in, oh, maybe twenty years..Bartholomew was dead
but didn't know it yet. Pistol in hand, cocoon in tatters, ready to spread his butterfly wings, Junior pushed the door to the apartment inward, saw a
deserted living room, softly lighted and pleasantly furnished, and was about to step across the threshold when the street door opened and into the
hall came Ichabod..He ardently wished that he hadn't killed her with such merciful swiftness. If he'd tortured her first, he would now have the
memory of her suffering from which to take consolation..Frequently, people told Agnes that she should find an agent for Barty, as he was
wonderfully photogenic; modeling and acting careers, they assured her, were his for the asking. Though her son was indeed a fine-looking lad,
Agnes knew he wasn't as exceptionally handsome as many perceived him to be. Rather than his looks, what made Barty so appealing, what made
him seem extraordinarily good-looking, were other qualities: an unusual gracefulness for a child, such a physical easiness in every movement and
posture that it seemed as though some curious personal relationship with time had allowed him twenty years to become a three-year-old; an
unfailingly affable temperament and quick smile that possessed his entire face, including his mesmerizing green blue eyes. Perhaps most affecting
of all, his remarkable good health was expressed in the lustrous sheen of his thick hair, in the golden-pink glow of his summer-touched skin, in
every physical aspect of him, until there were times when he seemed radiant..Consequently, Edom was abroad in the land with pies and parcels,
following a list of names and addresses provided by his sister, even though he believed an unprecedentedly violent earthquake, the fabled Big One,
was likely to strike before noon, certainly before dinner. This was the last day of the rest of his life.."Maybe because we didn't want to be called
witches," said Obadiah with a smile, "and give folks one more reason to hang us.".Because the glass wings of the open window didn't lie flat
against the exterior wall, they blocked his view. He had to thrust himself farther through the opening, until he seesawed on the sill, before he could
see the length of the entire block, in which the gallery stood at approximately the middle..Seraphim's child had been alive is long as Naomi had
been dead, almost fifteen months. In fifteen months, Junior should have located the little bastard and eliminated him.."Yeah, they think we're with
Candid Camera. So Jimmy points to this United Parcel truck parked across the street and says the cameras are in there.".Holding on to the jamb
with one hand, Barty leaned across the threshold, listening to the day. Birds. Softly rustling leaves. Nobody on the porch. Even trying hard to be
quiet, people always made some little noise..At the grave, they arrived with red and white roses. Agnes carried the red, and Barty brought the
white..A matronly nurse arrived, alerted to the patient's return to consciousness by the telemetry device associated with the heart monitor..He stood
watching until the car cruised out of sight, and even after it dwindled to a speck and vanished in the distance, he stared at the point in the street
where it had last been, stared while a breeze turned playful, tossing eucalyptus leaves around his feet, stared until at last he turned and began the
long walk home..And so Agnes went alone to her bedroom and there, as on so many nights, sought the solace of the rock who was also her lamp, of
the lamp who was also her high fortress, of the fortress who was also her shepherd. She asked for mercy, and if mercy was not to be granted, she
asked for the wisdom to understand the purpose of her sweet boy's suffering..When he reported for a physical and a reassessment of his draft
classification, on Wednesday, December 15, he left the insert in his hitching shoe; however, he limped like old Walter Brennan, the actor, hitching
around the ranch in The Real McCoys..proud," she said, smiling as she quoted one of their father's most familiar sermons, "nor
powerful-".Regrettably, his radiant smile only emphasized, by contrast, the dire shortcomings of the face from which it beamed. Lumpish, pocked,
wart-stippled, darkened by a permanent beard shadow with a bluish cast, this countenance was beyond the powers of redemption possessed by the
best plastic surgeons in the world, which was no doubt why Nolly applied his resources strictly to dental work..Junior knew that he must remain
vigilant. Vigilant and focused until January 12 had come and gone. Eight days to go..Kennedy, whose portraits hung side by side, the girl revealed
to their mom and dad what had been done to her and also what, in her despair.He surprised himself by sitting up in bed and shouting, "Shut up, shut
up, shut up!".Although Thomas Vanadium was unconscious, perhaps even dead, and though both nailhead-gray eyes were closed, Junior knew
those eyes were watching him, watching through the lids..She wasn't listening closely to him. Numb. She felt as though she were half anesthetized.
She was looking past him, at nothing, and his Voice seemed to be coming to her through several layers of surgical masks, though he now wore
none at all..By Friday morning, September 10, little more than forty-eight hours after the shooting, he felt good and was in fine spirits..On his
nightstand, he found an envelope evidently placed there by Hanna, after she'd taken it from his pharmacy smock, which he had given her to
launder. The envelope contained the letter about Agnes Lampion that Paul had written to Reverend White in Oregon..Her special son, walking
where the rain wasn't, had made all things seem possible..Finally he began: Greetings on this momentous day. I'm writing to you about an
exceptional woman, Agnes Lampion, whose life you have touched without knowing, and whose story may interest you..Junior continued east,
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weaving through the horde, convinced that he could hear the ghost cop's footsteps distinct from the tramping noise made by the legions of the
living, penetrating the grumble and the bleat of traffic. Hollow, the dead man's tread echoed not only in Junior's ears but also through his body, in
his bones..In spite of his dumpy appearance-and especially in the dark, where appearances didn't count-Vanadium had the aura of a mystic.
Although Junior didn't believe in mystics or in the various unearthly powers they claimed to possess, he knew that mystics who believed in
themselves were exceptionally dangerous people..of the deceased. This memorial was modest, neither large nor complicated in design.
Nevertheless, often the carvers in this line of business followed days after the morticians, because the stones to which they applied their craft
demanded more labor and less urgency than the cold bodies that rested under them..Since childhood, he had been waiting for this moment-if indeed
it was The Moment-and he had nearly lost hope that the much-desired encounter would ever come to pass. He had expected to find others with his
perceptions among physicists or mathematicians, among monks or mystics, but never in the form of a three-year-old girl dressed all in
midnight-blue except for a red belt and two red hair bows..By the time he reached the airport, located a private-charter company, chased up the
owner through the night-security man, and arranged to be flown at once to Eugene, Oregon, aboard a twin-engine Cessna, the points of pain in his
face had begun to throb..Besides, he'd 'noticed a tendency among dopers to get maudlin, whereupon they sank into a confessional mood, seeking
peace through rambling self-analysis and self-revelation. Junior was too private a person to behave in such a fashion. Furthermore, if drugs ever put
him in a confessional mood, the consequence might be electrocution or poison gas, or lethal injection, depending on the jurisdiction and the year in
which he fell into an unbosoming frame of mind..Otter shook his head..At the bed, he spread the garment across his pillow. Lying down, he pressed
his face into the sweater. The sweet subtle scent of Naomi was as effective as a lullaby, and soon he dozed off..Captivated by catastrophe, so lost in
his book that he might as well have stepped magically inside of it and closed the covers after himself, Uncle Jacob didn't answer..And so at the age
of thirty-one, after more than twenty-eight years of blindness with a few short reprieves, Barty Lampion received the gift of sight from his
ten-year-old daughter. 1996 through 2000: Day after day, the work was done in memory of Agnes Lampion, Joey Lampion, Harrison White,
Seraphim White, Jacob Isaacson, Simon Magusson, Tom Vanadium, Grace White, and most recently Wally Lipscomb, in memory of all those who
had given so much and, though perhaps still alive in other places, were gone from here.."Not only coal miners. Old as you are in some ways, you're
still too young for me to explain. I will someday.".An IV rack stood beside the bed, dripping fluid into his vein, replacing the electrolytes that he
had lost through vomiting, most likely medicating him with an antiemetic as well. His right arm was securely strapped to a supporting board, to
prevent him from bending his elbow and accidentally tearing out the needle..The social worker's office once more. Rain tapping lightly at the
window where Dr. Lipscomb had stared intently into the fog as he tried to avoid confronting the life-changing revelation that Phimie, speaking
with the special knowledge of the once-dead, had shown him..When Bartholomew first said "Kay-jub," and held out one hand toward his uncle,
Jacob surprised Agnes by crying with happiness..Judging by Grace's expression when Paul plucked the chest off the floor, he figured it was heavy.
He had no way of knowing for sure, because he was in a weird state, so saturated with adrenaline that his heart squirted blood through his arteries
at a speed Zeus couldn't have matched with the fastest lightning bolts in his quiver. The chest felt no heavier than a pillow, which couldn't be right,
even if it was empty..Celestina stood listening until she heard Wally open the outer door and then close it..MONDAY MORNING, January 17,
Agnes's lawyer, Vinnie Lincoln, came to the house with Joey's will and other papers requiring attention..Celestina looked up from the scarred top
of the desk toward the fog-white sky beyond the window, from reality to the promise..Celestina jammed the shaft of the crank into the casing
socket. Wouldn't fit. Her hands were shaking. Steel fins on the shaft of the crank had to be lined up just-so with slots in the socket. She fumbled,
fumbled..She asked him how many fingers she was holding up, and he said four, and four it was. Then two fingers. Then seven. Her hands so pale,
the palms both bruised..Precisely what type of prodigy Barty might be was initially not easy to deduce. He revealed many talents rather than just
one..She lay beside her boy in the darkness, gazing at the covered window, where the faint glow of the moon pressed through the blind, suggesting
another world thriving with strange life just beyond a thin membrane of light..Yet that evening, when she'd accepted his proposal and asked if he
wasn't frightened, he said, "Not anymore.".Barty, she explained, would be rich in many ways. Financially rich, but also rich in talent, in spirit,
intellect. Rich in courage, honor. With a wealth of common sense, good judgment, and luck..He didn't want to risk marrying weapon and silencer
here in the hall, where he might be seen. Besides, complications could arise from being splattered with Neddy's blood. Aftermath was disgusting,
but it was also highly incriminating. For the same reason, he was loath to use a knife..Given a child-size harmonica, he extemporized simplified
versions of songs he heard on the radio. The Beatles' "All You Need Is Love." The Box Tops' "The Letter." Stevie Wonder's "I Was Made to Love
Her." After hearing a tune once, Barty could play a recognizable rendition..Junior considered leaving before Vanadium-still seventy-five yards
away-arrived. He was afraid he would appear to be fleeing..Junior realized he was on the verge of babbling, and with an effort, he silenced
himself..ROCKING AS IF AFLOAT on troubled waters, abused by an unearthly and tormented sound, Junior Cain imagined a gondola on a black
river, a carved dragon rising high at the bow as he had seen on a.Alone again with Wally, Celestina said, "They told me that once you regained
consciousness, I can only visit ten minutes at a time, and not that often, either.".Out of a sphinx face, Obadiah conjured a smile that lifted the point
of his white goatee when he turned his head to look at Edom. "Ah ... so long ago," he murmured, as though speaking to himself. "So long ago ... but
I remember now." He winked at Edom..From the public hallway on the ground level, stairs led to the upper three floors. He would be able to hear
anyone descending long before they arrived..Then quickly from Spruce Hills to Eugene by car, from Eugene to Orange County Airport by a
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chartered aircraft, from Orange County to Bright Beach in a stolen '68 Oldsmobile 4-4-2 Hurst, while the advantage of surprise remained with him.
Carrying a newly acquired, silencer-fitted 9-mm pistol, spare magazines of ammunition, three sharp knives, a police lock-release gun, and one
piece of steaming luggage, Junior had arrived late the previous evening..The spirit of Bartholomew . . . will find you ... and mete out the terrible
judgment that you deserve..Being ruthlessly honest with himself, as always, he acknowledged that killing Tammy would not solve his problem. She
might have told friends and colleagues about the Rolex, just as she had surely shared with her girlfriends the juiciest details about Junior's
unequaled lovemaking. During the two months that he and the cat woman dated, others had heard her call him Eenie. He couldn't kill Tammy and
all her friends and colleagues, at least not on a timely enough schedule to thwart the police..Aware that his tension was building intolerably, Junior
decided that he needed Scamp more than he dreaded her. He spent the remainder of Wednesday, until dawn Thursday, with the indefatigable
redhead, whose bedroom contained a vast collection of scented massage oils in sufficient volume to fragrantly lubricate half the rolling stock of
every railroad company doing business west of the Mississippi..During the ten days since Joey's passing, a great many people had conveyed their
condolences to Agnes, but until this man, she'd known all of them..These Spartan arrangements were good enough for Vanadium. He had arrived
from Oregon the previous night with three suitcases full of his clothes and personal effects. He expected that his unique combination of detective
work and psychological warfare would enable him to entrap Cain in a month, before these accommodations began to feel too austere even for one
to whom anything fancier than a monk's cell could seem baroque..Celestina was maneuvered aside as the surgical team began resuscitation
procedures. Stunned, she backed away from the table until she encountered a wall. In southern California, as dawn of this new momentous day
looms.If someone were here in the hallway with him, it couldn't be Angel, because she would be chattering enthusiastically in one voice or another.
Uncle Jacob would never tease him like this, and no one else was in the house..He smiled ruefully. "Might be ready for a wedding by then, but not
a honeymoon."
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