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For forty-eight hours, he pumped himself full of prescription antihistamines, immersed himself in bathtubs brimming with numbingly cold water,

and lathered himself with soothing lotions. In misery, gripped by self-pity, he dared not think about the 9-mm pistol that he had stolen from Frieda

Bliss..The coin stopped turning across his knuckles and, as though with volition of its own, it slipped into the tight curve of his curled forefinger.

With a snap of his thumb, he flipped the quarter into the air..That same day, he dared to visit two galleries. Neither of them had a pewter

candlestick on display.."Only for a little while.  Then he is joining me at the gallery, and after the show's over, we're having dinner together."."Yes,

I was." She didn't tell him that her fear had not been allayed by his assurances or by his second walk in the rain..Angel interrupted, bursting into the

room, gasping for breath. "Come quick! It's incredible. It's wonderful. You've got to see this. And I mean, Barty, you have to see this.".Hope was

the handmaid to Agnes's faith. She always held fast to the belief that the future would be bright, but right now she was hesitant to test that optimism

even with a harmless card reading. Yet, as with the fifth place setting, she was reluctant to object..The Spruce Hills Police Department was far too

small to have a full-blown Scientific Investigation Division. And if the tableau presented to them appeared convincing enough, they might accept

the death as a freak accident and never turn to the state police for technical.During the past few years, he had discovered that a lousy few million

could buy even more freedom than he had thought when he'd shoved Naomi off the fire tower. Great wealth, fifty or a hundred million, would

purchase not only greater freedom, and not just the ability to pursue even more ambitious self-improvement, but also power..This was different

earthquake weather from that of ten days ago, when he'd made the pie deliveries alone. Then: blue sky, unseasonable warmth, low humidity. Now:

low gray clouds, cool air, high humidity..The candlestick was gone. The pedestal on which it had stood now held a Griskin bronze so devastatingly

brilliant that one quick look at it would give nightmares to nuns and assassins alike..The gurney, one wheel rattling. The young orderly behind it,

dressed all in white. And the nurse again..By the first of November, they moved his mother's bed into the living room, so she could be in the center

of things, where always she had been, though they admitted no guests now, only members of their family with its many names.."I never spoke with

God--Nor visited in Heaven--Yet certain am I of the spot--As if the Checks were given."."Our new roof," Bill said, pointing overhead, "will hold

through any hurricane. Fine work. You tell Agnes what fine."Get this through your head, you shit-for-brains. I lost a daughter, a precious daughter,

my Naomi, the light of my life.".Grace, Celestina, and Paul expressed amusement and amazement at Angel's critical judgment..Once, she left the

TV and came to Tom, where he sat talking with Paul. "It's like Gunsmoke and The Monkees are next to each other on the TV, both at the same

time. But the Monkees, they can't see the cowboys-and the cowboys, they can't see the Monkees.".Retracing his path across the kitchen, he caught a

faint whiff of jasmine from the backyard. Funny, jasmine here inside. Two paces later, he felt a draft.."All right. Well ... Jesuits are encouraged to

pursue education in any subject that interests them, not theology alone. I was deeply interested in physics.".Snap, snap, snap! Three more quarters

ricocheted off the left side of his face-temple, cheek, jaw..She was lost in his eyes: She wanted to pass through his eyes as Alice had passed through

the looking glass, follow the beautiful radiance that was fading now, go with him through the door that had been opened for him and accompany

him out of this rain-swept day into grace..Since he knew where Celestina would be on January 12, there was no point in taking risks to find her

sooner. He had plenty of time to prepare for their encounter, time to savor the sweet anticipation..Otter stated it as an unfortunate fact, not as a

moral assertion. Hound looked at him with appreciation. Living with the pirate king, he was sick of boasts and threats, of boasters and

threateners..Junior was educated. He wasn't merely a masseur with a fancy title; he had earned a hill bachelor of science degree with a major in

rehabilitation therapy. When he watched television, which he never did to excess, he rarely settled for frivolous game shows or sitcoms like Gomer

Pyle or The Beverly Hillbillies, or even I Dream of Jeannie, but committed himself to serious dramas that required intellectual

involvement-Gunsmoke, Bonanza, and The Fugitive. He preferred Scrabble to all other board games, because it expanded one's vocabulary. As a

member in good standing of the Book-of-the-Month Club, he'd already acquired nearly thirty volumes of the finest in contemporary literature, and

thus far he'd read or skim-read more than six of them. He would have read all of them if he had not been a busy man with such varied interests; his

cultural aspirations were greater than the time he was able to devote to them..Unobtrusively, Junior followed the musician across the large front

room, but by an indirect arc, using the babbling bourgeoisie for cover..With his empty sockets draped by unsupported lids, Barty rode home

wearing padded eye patches under sunglasses, his cane propped against the seat at his side, as though he were costumed for a role in a play filled

with a Dickensian amount of childhood suffering..Because of his blindness and his intellectual gifts, Barty was home schooled; besides, no teacher

was a match for his autodidactic skills, nor could anyone possibly inspire in him a greater thirst for knowledge than the one with which he had been

born. Angel went to this same informal classroom, and her sole fellow student was also her teacher. They aced the periodic equivalency tests that

the law required. Their constant companionship seemed to be all play, yet was filled with constant learning, too..Short and slender, Dr. Chan was as

self-effacing as a Buddhist monk, as confident and as gracious as a mandarin emperor. His manner was serene, and his effect was

tranquility..Already, he was up two hours past his bedtime. In recent months, he'd exhibited the more erratic sleeping habits of older children. Some

nights, he seemed to possess the circadian rhythms of owls and bats; after being sluggish all day, he suddenly became alert and energetic at dusk

wanting to read long past midnight..Now, the hateful music unnerved him. He became convinced that if he went home alone, the phantom

chanteuse-whether Victoria Bressler's vengeful ghost or something else-would croon to him once more. He wanted company and distraction, after
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all..By the time he reached the airport, located a private-charter company, chased up the owner through the night-security man, and arranged to be

flown at once to Eugene, Oregon, aboard a twin-engine Cessna, the points of pain in his face had begun to throb..Her life was so blessed that she

could have dealt with a horde of locusts, let alone a few mosquitoes..If the wife killer had cut himself accidentally, his writing on the wall indicated

a hair-trigger temper and a deep reservoir of long-nurtured anger..A car waited at the curb in front of the park. Dr. Salks two associates stood

beside it and seemed to have been there awhile.."Me, I don't like anything old. This White chick's got a weird thing for old people, old buildings,

old stuff in general. Like she doesn't realize she's young. You want to grab her, shake her, and say, 'Hey, let's move on,' you know?".As he'd proved

to himself on his previous two visits-his first night in town and then two nights thereafter-this number was merely part of the pianist's repertoire.

Nothing supernatural here..the beast would find them one day, but she hadn't spoken of that possibility in perhaps two and a half years..As

kids-living in a house that was run like a prison, stifled by the oppressive rule of a morose father who believed that any form of entertainment was

an offense against God-they conducted secret card games as their primary act of rebellion. A deck of cards was small enough to hide quickly and to

keep hidden successfully even during one of their father's painstakingly thorough room searches..That was all right, for she had done the same for

Otter's elder sister, and so his parents sent him to her in the evenings. But she taught Otter more than the song of the Creation. She knew his gift.

She and some men and women like her, people of no fame and some of questionable reputation, had all in some degree that gift; and they shared, in

secret, what lore and craft they had. "A gift untaught is a ship unguided," they said to Otter, and they taught him all they knew. It wasn't much, but

there were some beginnings of the great arts in it; and though he felt uneasy at deceiving his parents, he couldn't resist this knowledge, and the

kindness and praise of his poor teachers. "It will do you no harm if you never use it for harm," they told him, and that was easy for him to promise

them..If magic explained the jacks on Friday evening, maybe it was the dark variety of magic. Maybe he shouldn't be endeavoring to summon,

once more, whatever spirit was responsible for the four knaves.."I ALWAYS EAT CAV-EE-JAR FOR BREAKFAST," said Velveeta Cheese in

her stuffed-bear voice..A sense of fellowship in extraordinary times drew everyone closer, to hug, to touch, to share the wonder. For a long

moment, even in the symphony of the storm, in spite of all the plink-tink-hiss-plop-rattle that arose from every rain-beaten work of man and nature,

they seemed to stand here in a hush as deep as Tom had ever heard.."All right," Celestina conceded, and looked relieved. "Thank you, Paul. You're

not only an exceptionally brave man but a gracious one, as well.".pistol that he'd purchased in late June. The city operated a program to melt

confiscated and donated weapons and to remake them into plowshares or xylophones, or into the metal fittings of hookah pipes..He didn't bother to

press Vanadium's hand around the weapon. There wasn't going to be a wealth of evidence for the Scientific Investigation Division to sift through,

anyway, when the fire was finally put out: just enough charred clues to allow them an easy conclusion..She refused to look at him, the way her

mother had refused to look at him when he'd been making love to her in the parsonage. She began twisting a red pencil in a handheld sharpener,

making sure that the shavings fell into a can kept for that purpose. "I saw it here.".Junior was pleasantly surprised by his flexibility and by his

audacity. He was, indeed, a new man, a daring adventurer, and by the day he grew more formidable..Now, Obadiah produced a pack of playing

cards as though from a secret pocket in an invisible coat. "Like to see a little something?".Sparky Vox-with less training in theology and

philosophy than his guest, but with a spiritual insight that any overeducated Jesuit would have to admire, even if grudgingly-had settled Vanadium's

uneasy conscience. "The problem with movies and books is they make evil look glamorous, exciting, when it's no such thing. It's boring and it's

depressing and it's stupid. Criminals are all after cheap thrills and easy money, and when they get them, all they want is more of the same, over and

over. They're shallow, empty, boring people who couldn't give you five minutes of interesting conversation if you had the piss-poor luck to be at a

party full of them. Maybe some can be monkey-clever some of the time, but they aren't hardly ever smart. God must surely want us to laugh at

these fools, because if we don't laugh at 'em, then one way or another, we give 'em respect. If you don't mock a bastard like Cain, if you fear him

too much or even if you just look at him in an all-solemn sort of way, then you're paying him more respect than I ever intend to. Another glass of

wine?".He had come to believe that every well-rounded, self-improved person ought to have a craft at which he excelled, and needlepoint appealed

to him more than either pottery-making or decoupage. For pottery, he would require a potter's wheel and a cumbersome kiln; and decoupage was

too messy, with all the glue and lacquer. By December, he began his first project: a small pillowcase featuring a geometric border surrounding a

quote from Caesar Zedd, "Humility is for losers.".Someone named Bartholomew had adopted Seraphim's son and named the boy after himself

Junior applied the patience learned through meditation to the task at hand, and instinctively, he soon evolved a motivating mantra that continuously

cycled through his mind while he studied the telephone directories: Find the father, kill the son..Cain turned the pistol on Barty, but when Tom

charged, Cain swung toward him once more. The round that he fired would have been a crippler, maybe a killer, except that Angel launched herself

off the window seat behind Cain and gave him a hard shove, spoiling his aim. The killer stumbled and then shimmered..Shaking off this peculiar

case of the spooks, Barty proceeded toward the stairs. Just when he reached the newel post, he heard the faint creak of the marker floorboard

behind him..Later in the month, from Sparky Vox, Junior learned the building had a four-pipe, fan-coil heating system serving discrete ductwork

for each apartment. Voices couldn't carry from residence to residence in the heating-cooling system, because no apartments shared ducting.

Throughout the spring, summer, and autumn of 1967, Junior met new women, bedded a few, and had no doubt that each of his conquests

experienced with him something she had never known before. Yet he still suffered from an emptiness in the heart..Junior didn't believe in gods,

devils, Heaven, Hell, life after death. He put his faith in one thing: himself..For a moment, Junior was mystified. Vanadium's movements had the
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quality of ritual, vaguely reminiscent of a priest raising high the Eucharist..As Sklent so insightfully put it: Some of us live on after death, survive

in spirit, because we are just too stubborn, selfish, greedy, grubbing, vicious, psychotic, and evil to accept our demise. None of those qualities

described sweet Naomi, who had been far too kind and loving and meek to live on in spirit, after her lovely flesh failed. Now at one with the earth,

Naomi was no threat to Junior, and the state had paid for its negligence in her death, and the whole matter should have been brought to closure.

There were only two barriers to full and final resolution: first, the stubborn, selfish, greedy, grubbing, vicious, psychotic, evil spirit of Thomas

Vanadium; and second, Seraphim's bastard baby--little Bartholomew..They came to her, picked up the luggage that she had put down, and Edom

said, "I'll drive.".He couldn't work up sufficient saliva to get the rasp out of his voice: "Then you could learn to do it.".Nothing in life was risk free,

so he hesitated only a moment: at the foot of the porch steps before climbing them and knocking on the door..On Friday evening, he had arranged

for the drawing of the aces, but he had not stacked the subsequent twelve cards to provide for the selection of four identical knaves at three-card

intervals. He'd sat in stunned.Either this chatterbox was at all times a babbling airhead or Junior particularly disconcerted him..What might have

become a waiting game of epic duration was ended when the door to the room swung inward, and a doctor in a white lab coat entered from the

corridor. He was backlighted by fluorescent glare, his face in shadow, like a figure in a dream..If Cain had been attracted to one woman by her

looks, surely he would be attracted to the other. And perhaps the sisters shared a quality other than beauty that drew Cain with even greater power.

Innocence, perhaps, or goodness: both foods for a demon.."I doubted myself more than God, though Him, too. I had those boys' blood on my

hands. They were mine to protect, and I failed.".A few gasps and exclamations. A sweet giggle and applause from Angel. The reactions were

surprisingly mild..Shortly before ten o'clock, Junior returned to the cemetery and left his Suburban where the Negro mourners had parked earlier in

the day. His was the only vehicle on the service road.."You may be eating yourself into an early grave, Vinnie, but poor Jacob has murdered his

own soul, and that's infinitely worse.".The fact that Barty saw twisty spots with either eye closed had prepared Agnes for this bleak news. Yet in

spite of the defense that foreknowledge provided her, the teeth of sorrow bit deep..The nurse noted that the maximum weight capacity of the

elevator allowed all of them to take the same cab, if they didn't mind being squeezed a little..This was his door, however, not hers. She did not

possess a ticket to ride the train that had come for him. He boarded, and the train was gone, and with it the light in his eyes. She lowered her mouth

to his, kissing him one last time, and taste of his blood was not bitter, but sacred..He was wrong about this. On the final Friday of every month, in

sunshine and in rain, Junior routinely took a walking tour of the six galleries that were his very favorites, browsing leisurely in each and chatting up

the galerieurs, with a one-o'clock break for lunch at the St. Francis Hotel. This was a tradition with him, and invariably at the end of each such day,

he felt wonderfully cozy..Thanksgiving dinner was a fine affair, and Christmas was even better. On New Year's Eve, Wally downed one drink too

many and more than once offered to perform surgery on any member of the family, free of charge "right here, right now," as long as the procedure

was within his area of expertise..If either of them suspected that she was lying, it was Edom. He looked puzzled, but he didn't pursue the

issue..Once more crowding his quarry, Junior said, "I'm amazed you'd recognize me, since I haven't been to the lounge often.".Celestina nodded,

unable to respond to the aide's kindness. Sometimes kindness can shatter as easily as soothe..He almost laughed at himself, but he recalled the

disconcerting laugh that earlier had trilled from him in the men's room, when he'd thought about stuffing Neddy Gnathic into the toilet. Now he

pinched his tongue between his teeth almost hard enough to draw blood, hoping to prevent that brittle and mirthless sound from escaping him

again..Junior would have liked to pursue spiritual matters with Sklent, but numerous other partyers wanted their time with the great man. In parting,

sure that he would give the artist a laugh, Junior withdrew the brochure for "This Momentous Day" from his jacket and coyly asked for an opinion

of Celestina White's paintings..He remembered the collection of Caesar Zedd self-help drivel that had occupied a place of honor in the wife killer's

former home in Spruce Hills. Cain owned a hardcover and a paperback of each of Zedd's works. The more expensive editions had been pristine, as

though they were handled only with gloves; but the text in the paperbacks had been heavily underlined, and the corners of numerous pages had

been bent to mark favorite passages.."Everybody needs cheese," Angel said, which apparently meant that Mrs. Ornwall would never lack work.

"Mommy, you're wrong..If Vanadium appeared among these men, Junior would not only puke out the contents of his stomach, but also would

disgorge his internal organs, every last one of them, and spew up his bones, too, until he emptied out everything within his skin.."Uncle Edom.

Uncle Jacob. Aunt Maria. So I can remember faces after ... you know.".Taking her mother's advice to heart, Celestina sighed. "All right. Let's just

pray they catch him. But if they don't ... two weeks, and then the rest of the plan, the way you said, Tom. Except that I can't tolerate two weeks-in a

hotel, cooped up, afraid to go into the streets, no sun, no fresh air."."No. It's, stopped. The thing now is to prevent a recurrence of the emesis, which

could trigger more bleeding. He's getting antinausea medication and replacement electrolytes intravenously, and we've applied ice bags to his

midsection to reduce the chance of further abdominal-muscle spasms and to help control inflammation.".Gradually, Agnes realized that this was

not a prayer for the soul of a deceased infant but for the survival of one still alive..Without commenting, Tom continued: "And worlds just like

ours-except that my parents never met, and I was never born. Worlds in which Wally was never shot because he was too unsure of himself or just

too stupid to take Celestina to dinner that night or to ask her to marry him.".A matronly nurse arrived, alerted to the patient's return to

consciousness by the telemetry device associated with the heart monitor..tasteful hint of it was on display; nothing about this beauty could be called

cheap..Celestina said, "Phimie wasn't a mind reader. That's science fiction, Dr. Lipscomb.".Here again were these peculiar grammatical

constructions, which sometimes she had thought were just the mistakes that even a prodigy could be expected to make, and which sometimes she
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had interpreted as expressions of fanciful speculations, but which lately she had suspected were of a more complex-and perhaps darker-nature. Now

her dread took form, and she wondered if the personality disorders that had shaped her brothers' lives could have roots not just in the abuse they

had taken from their father, but also in a twisted genetic legacy that could manifest again in her son. In spite of his great gifts, Barty might be

destined for a life limited by a psychological problem of a unique or at least different-nature, first suggested by these occasional conversations that

seemed not fully coherent..To look entirely like her name, she needed only white wings. He would give her wings: a short flight out the window,

into the oak..Junior flung back the covers and came to his feet, but his knees proved weak, and he sat at once on the edge of the bed..In early May,

he sought self-improvement by taking French lessons. The language of love.."Oh!" She blotted her eyes on the heels of her hands. "Wait! Give me

a second chance. I can do it better, I'm sure I can.".Shaking the ravaged khakis at him, she said, "Then what made such a mess of these?.Agnes

pulled the stack of cards in front of her. She discarded the first two, as Maria would have done, and turned over the third.."Sure they do," Barty

said. "But I think Maria embroidered the birds just because they were pretty.".Closing her eyes, Agnes whispered, "Bartholomew," in a reverent

voice full of wonder, full of awe..As he'd been instructed, Vanadium felt along the return edge of the carved limestone casing to the right of the

window until he located a quarter-inch-diameter steel pin that protruded an inch. The pin was grooved to facilitate a grip. An insistent, steady pull

was required, but as promised, the thumb-turn latch on the inside disengaged..The bullet had been fired by a renegade cop who was every bit as

lousy a marksman as he was a corrupt scumball. He'd been aiming for Nolly's crotch..The third-floor apartment directly over Enoch Cain's unit had

been leased by Simon Magusson, through his corporation, ever since it became available in March of '66, twenty-two months ago..No one was

surprised by his proposal, her acceptance, and the wedding. Barty and Angel were both eighteen when they were married in June of 1983..On the

counter beside the bathroom sink stood an open box of BandAids in a variety of sizes, a bottle of rubbing alcohol, and a bottle of iodine..Yet his

curious attraction to these newborns kept him at the window, and he began to believe that unconsciously he had intended to come here from the

moment he guided his walker out of his room. He'd been compelled to come. Drawn by some mysterious magnetism..She could see now what she

hadn't seen when running with him through the cemetery, because she was looking directly at him. Yet even seeing did not make it easy to

believe..Laying the gun on the newspaper, he dropped into the chair. He picked up his coffee. The search of the house had been conducted with

such urgency that the java was still pleasantly hot..Otter was silent a while. Then he said in a low voice, "Clay, and gravel, and under that the rock

that bears garnets. All under this part of the city is that rock. I don't know the names."
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