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THE LABYRINTH OF LIFE
There's some kind of trouble at Brigade-something about Portney being kicked out and Wesserman locking up some SDs at gunpoint.".looked back
just as a pulse of icy light filled that open doorway. The flash from a camera. The snake.lattice-shaded sidewalks draped with yellow and purple
bougainvillea. In spite of those inviting arbors, no.He didn't think too much about things like that anymore; his visions of being a great leader and
achiever in bringing the Word to Chiron had faded over the years. And instead . . . what? Now that the ship was almost there, he found he had no
clear idea of what he wanted to do . . . nothing apart from continuing to live the kind of life that he had long ago settled down to as routine, but in
different surroundings.."That's in the bag? Then you've completely destroyed him, Mr. Farrel.".battery eventually dies..walk through walls and
levitate and play concert-quality clarinet with their butts?Preston Maddoc.The truck lot adjoins a separate parking area for cars. Here, the boy is
more exposed than he was."I have no idea," Colman said, grinning. Even Celia found that she had to bite her lip to prevent herself from laughing.
"So what happened? Did you send them back up?".started to get up..to stiffen your spine, work up some spit, open the damn door, go in there
where the beast was, and you."Anything to publicize what we've said . . . broadcast the facts at Phoenix and up at the Mayflower II over Chironian
communications beams. At least some of the population would hear it . . . the word would soon be spread. . . , I don't know . . . whatever would
bring word to the mod people in the shortest time for greatest effect.".nebula was hovering over Geneva's motor home, casting a power pall just
like alien ships always did in.Indicating the can of Budweiser on the table, the girl said, "If beer's good enough for Micky, it's good.Amy watched
curiously over the top of Cromwell's head as they disappeared from sight. "I wonder why they walk like that when they shout at each other," she
mused absently. "Do you know why, Cromwell?"."Oh, we don't think of it as just a male name or a female name," the boy explains, still nervous
but."Your Chevy? It was a piece of crap."."A family friend, in the Army," Jean said..seems satisfied. With two fingers, he pulls down both lower
eyelids and examines his eyes? God knows.81354?dc21

2001049952.Hope, however, isn't all that's needed to achieve change. Hope is a hand

extended, but two hands are.her. "Help me here, Michelina Bellsong. This little chat of ours is making me dizzy. What is it you think."It seems to
be. How about Borftein and Wellesley?" Behind Sirocco, Celia came through the doorway, escorted by Malloy and Fuller. Stanislau was behind,
carrying a field compack.."If we're going to want a suite at the Francoise' again, I'd better reserve it now," Celia answered. "Any idea how many
people we're talking about?".that have real issues to resolve."."Yes, I did. Jeeves said it was caused by an accident with a remote-controlled
experiment that the Chironians conducted there because it was too risky-something to do with their antimatter research." Jay screwed up his face
and ruffled the front of his hair with his fingers. "But that's the kind of thing you'd expect somebody to say, isn't it?, and Chironians don't make a
lot of mistakes." He looked around the circle of appalled faces staring back at him. "But what you were saying made me think that that crater could
he just what you'd get from testing some kind of big weapon.Lechat had digested the implications by now and appeared worried. "Maybe the
Chironians have given a warning, but nobody realized it. They might already have said that they're almost down to their last option.".country and
their honor for a few wrinkled five-dollar bills. Not if movies, suspense novels, and history."I find that insulting, and also
unbecoming.".exhilarating journey..None of those movies or books has introduced him to a homicidal psychopath who collects teeth still.small,
though it isn't beyond the realm of possibility.."Sure. Who doesn't?".DOWN THROUGH THE HIGH FOREST to lower terrain, from night-kissed
ridges into.HURRYING OUT of the employee parking lot, dangerously exposed on an open field of blacktop,.right.".folks, but it's a warm bath for
others. You'll find work, sweetie.".Not that this did much to foster the kind of obedience that the Army sought to elicit, but then Sirocco usually
had his own ideas about the kinds of things that needed to be done, which more often than not differed appreciably from the army's. Good officers
worried about their careers and about being promoted, but Sirocco seemed incapable of taking the Army seriously. A multibillion-dollar industry
set up for the purpose of killing people was a serious enough business, to be sure, but Colman was convinced that Sirocco, deep down inside, had
never really made the connection. It was a game that he enjoyed playing. And because Sirocco refused to worry about them and wouldn't take their
game seriously, they had given him D Company, which, as it turned out, suited him just fine too..course, she might be flashing back to some tender
moment she believed that she'd shared with Clark.Aunt Geneva's aged house trailer looked like a giant oven built for the roasting of whole cows,
in.even long after sundown, is extremely debilitating. They have hardly begun to run, and already he feels.Regardless of the inconsequential nature
or the questionable validity of the triggering offense, an.On the Bridge of the Battle Module, Colonel Oordsen turned his head from the screen that
had just gone dead in front of him. On an adjacent screen, another SD officer 'was reporting from a position farther back at a longitudinal bulkhead.
"Negative at Number Two Aft," Oordsen said to Stenn, who was watching grim faced. "They'll be through there in a matter of
minutes.".Disinterested in the bustle, not stirred?as the boy is?by the romance of travel and the mystery of."Go, go, go!" Curtis urges, because the
night has grown strange, and is now a great black beast with a.He begins to doubt the instinct that pressed him backward out of the hallway. Then
he realizes that the."Are we to run and hide on the far side of the planet for fear of offending a disorganized and undisciplined race who owe us
everything that they take for granted and waste freely as if nothing had any value or ever had to be earned?" Kalens was asking from the screen.
"Whose sciences and labors conceived and built the Kuan-yin, and with it the very machines that created the prosperity of Chiron? Whose
knowledge and skills, indeed, created the Chironian race itself, who would now lay claim to all around them as theirs and send us away like
paupers from the feast that we have provided?" He paused a second for effect, and his face took on an indignant scowl below his crown of silver
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hair. "I say no! I will not be driven away in such fashion I will not even contemplate such an action. I say, publicly and without reservation, that
any such suggestion can be described only as surrender to moral cowardice that is beneath contempt. Here we have come, after crossing four
light-years of space, and here we will remain, to share in that which is our right to share, and to enjoy that which is no more than our just due." A
thunder of applause greeted the exhortation. Jean had heard enough and told Jeeves to turn off the screen,.the tavern..corner a life-size plastic
model of a human skeleton hangs from a metal stand, grinning as if death is great."That's what you want, isn't it," Jean said with a hint of
accusation in her voice. "You'd like us to be the way they are. But have you really thought about what that would mean? No standards, no order to
anything, no morality. . . I mean, what kind of a way would that be for Jay and Marie to grow up?'.and utility poles, carrying electric and telephone
wires, seem to march like soldiers toward a battleground."Serial killers," he whispers to Old Yeller. Serial killers. This concept is too complex for
the dog to.any more than he's likely to escape on a flying carpet with a magic lamp and a helpful genie..If he had acted responsibly all those years
ago, when she was twelve and he was sixteen, if he'd had the."M32s," the robot said. "They've the enhanced fireselectors." -.she doesn't believe in
doctors, hospitals. She says we were born at home, wherever home was then. At.vehicles, the trucker says,.shuddered.."Who else would he keep on
the payroll?".Slessor recognized Bernard as one of Merrick's former officers. "Why?" he asked, looking puzzled. "What are you doing there . , .
Fallows, isn't it?".The proceedings were broadcast live throughout the ship and across the planetary communications net, and the audience
physically present constituted the largest gathering that the Congressional Hall had ever had. All of the.feet above Curtis, maybe less. This isn't a
traffic-monitoring craft like the highway patrol would use, not a.Evidently the congressman's battalions no longer found him to be of even the
slightest interest. His."Very well," he said. "Stanislau has had his encore. Now let's get back to business..them. Are we, Micky?".Sirocco watched
for a second longer, and then pulled himself together quickly, "Enjoy your vacation, Swyley?" he inquired with a note of forced sarcasm in his
voice. "Failure to report for duty, absent without leave, desertion in the face of the enemy .. . the whole book, in fact. Well, consider yourselves
reprimanded, and sit down. There's a lot to go over, and we're all going to need some rest today. The situation is that-" Sirocco stopped speaking
and looked curiously at the figure that he hadn't noticed before."One of our people has been killed, and there are set procedures that we hove to
follow," the major announced. "My orders require me to take you three back with us. It would make things a lot easier for everybody if you
complied. I'm sorry, but I don't have any choice.".Inside, the technicians and other staff were still recovering from being invaded by armed troops
and the even greater shock of seeing Wellesley, Celia Kalens, and Paul Lechat with them. They stood uncertainly among the gleaming equipment
cubicles and consoles while the soldiers swiftly took up positions to cover the interior. Then Wellesley moved to the middle of the control-room
floor and looked around. "Who is in charge here?" he demanded. His voice was firmer and more assured than many had heard it for a long
time..Sinsemilla, before we were ten."."That's exactly what they are," Pernak said. "In the material sense, anyway. That's why possessions don't
have any status value to them--they don't say anything. That's why you won't find any absolute leaders down there either." "How come?" Lechat
asked, puzzled.."Yes, it is," he replied. There was nothing more to say..psychology and self-esteem.".The dog peers at something in the oily Muck
gloom under the big truck. Instead of growling again, he.a rose?"."I workout."."You don't think that a ship full of Asiatics coming at us armed to
the teeth qualifies as an emergency?" Borftein asked sarcastically.."I don't know," Jay said. "It's a lot to go into now, but we're certain they've got
the capability. It's really that urgent, Steve. When can you get over?".because they've lost a job, or just because. Yet with discreet nods and
gestures, the workers continue to.Colman stared at Celia for a few seconds longer. He still didn't know why Celia should have been so anxious to
get away from Sterm or why she should have been in any danger. Life couldn't have been much fun with somebody like Howard, he could see, so
the thought of her gravitating toward a strong, protective figure like Stern wasn't so strange. And it didn't seem so unnatural that she should have
stayed near Sterm after Howard was killed. In such circumstances it would have been normal to provide her with an escort down to the surface too,
for her own security; but having her watched all the time and not allowing.Sirocco tossed out a hand, signaling that he disclaimed responsibility.
"Oh, he saw the way she was talking to you when you were on ceremonial at that July Fourth exhibition last year. That was one thing. Do you
remember that?"."Ah, why don't we wrap it up and have the next one up in Rockefeller's," Hanlon suggested. 'That was where Sirocco said he was
going."."No venom, baby. Thingy has fangs but no poison. Don't wet your panties, girl, we're doing less laundry."She's on the payroll of your
husband's charitable foundation."."Got far with them?" Pernak asked..when, as she lay sleepless in another time and place, they had rolled past in
the night with a rhythmic..he feels his way with outstretched hands to guard against surprises..By the time Micky's vision cleared and her plate was
clean, she was able to say, "I can do what I need."This isn't like having a big schnoz. I'm either a mutant or a cripple, and I refuse to be a cripple.
People."Well, hello, Sergeant," she s. aid huskily. "I was beginning to wonder if I had a deserter. Now, I wonder what could be on your mind at this
time of night.".The colonization of Chiron was over..well-meant if less than completely appropriate advice: "Maniac! Crazy
boy!".condescension..comment on them, because she surely knew that consolation wouldn't be welcome..At least the Chironians were not acting
standoffish, which eased the monotony. An hour or two earlier, Colman himself had enjoyed a long conversation with a ~couple of fusion
engineers from the complex, who, to his surprise, had seemed happy to answer his questions about it. They had even offered him a quick tour. He
found that strange, not because of the Chironians' readiness to accommodate anybody regardless of rank or station--he was getting used to that by
now--but because he had no doubt at all that they had been as aware of the demands of military discipline as he. Yet they had deliberately acted as
if they knew less than they did, even though they were far too smart to believe that he'd be taken in. The Chironians did it all the time. The man at
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Canaveral base had practically offered Sirocco a place with a geographical survey team even though he knew that Sirocco was in no position to
accept. The more Colman thought about it, the more convinced he became that the Chironians' actions couldn't all be just a coincidence..Before
Bernard could reply. Jay came back in carrying the landscape painting he had brought back from Franklin after his first expedition out exploring.
He propped it on one end of the table and held it up so that everyone could see it. "Do you notice anything unusual about that?" he asked
them..Micky popped open a can of Budweiser. "They think the economy's going down the drain.".GOODS AND SERVICES on the Mayflower II
were not provided free, but were available for purchase as anywhere else. In this way the population retained a familiarity with the mechanics of
supply and demand, and preserved an awareness of commercial realities that would be essential for orderly development of the future colony on
Chiron..for what. Then he uses the palms of his hands to smooth back the hair at the sides of his head..really want to talk about? And I'm ? what? ?
supposed to guess the true subject?".are being held. They're in the Columbia District-not far from the Communications Center. If there was some
way of getting Borftein out and taking him in on our plan, it would stand a much better chance of having the effect you want on the Army." Then as
an afterthought she added, "And if Wellesley could be included as well as Borftein, it might help to make up for some of the things we can't prove."
She shifted her gaze around the room and eventually allowed it to settle on Colman. "But I don't know if something like that would be
possible.".motor home. Curtis's concern becomes her concern, too, and she watches him, ears pricked, body."You haven't gone to the police,"
Micky said.."I hope so too," Kath said with feeling. "I ought to go now and see them off. Take care, Leon."."A phase-change, evolving its own new
laws," Pernak confirmed, nodding.."We all did. And it doesn't change when you get older. It gets worse. Guys still get into gangs and make rules to
keep all the other guys out because it makes the guys who are in feel better than the ones they keep out." . !-..,.The atmosphere became more
serious as Bernard and Lechat informed the Chironians that they now knew what the Kuan-yin was and what it could do. "We appreciate that you
had to assume that the ship from Earth would be heavily armed and that it might have adopted an overtly hostile policy from the beginning," Lechat
said, pacing about the room. "But that hasn't happened, and there are still a lot of people up there who are not a threat to anyone. The handful who
are in control now are not representative, and their remaining support will surely erode before much longer. I'm anxious for whoever controls that
weapon of yours to be aware of the facts of the situation. There can be no justification now for a tragedy that could have been avoided.".Some
people present hadn't been there five years before but had arrived with the EAF starship, and others with the European mission that had reached
Alpha Centauri a year later. They had called themselves Chinese, Indians, Japanese, and Indonesians then, or Russian, German, French, Spaniard,
Italian. . . but now they were all simply Chironians. They too had come to see that the old society could never have transformed itself into a culture
that was appropriate to high technology, limitless resources, and universal abundance; it had inherited too much that was self-destructive from its
past. The new society, could only have risen in the way that it had-isolated by light-years of space and by its unique beginnings from the
mechanisms that had perpetuated the creeds of hatred, prejudice, greed, intimidation, domination, and unreason from generation to
generation..much of the meager landscaping drooped wearily under the scorching sun and the rest appeared to be.smiles, but she tricked one out of
it anyway. "Judging by the men I've fallen for, ice cream beats love.The living room alone could have housed a Third World family of twelve,
complete with livestock..assumes that this freckled interrogator intuits his larcenies dating all the way back to the Hammond house."Frankly,"
Leilani said, "neither do I. But the alternative is too hideous to consider, so I just suspend my.The major met his eye firmly. "My duty is to carry
out my orders to the best of my ability," he replied, avoiding a direct answer. His tone said that he regretted the circumstances as much as anybody,
but he couldn't compromise.."Suppose Sterm gets into the Battle Module from the outside," someone else said. "There are plenty of places around
that he could get a ferry or a PC from besides Vandenberg. He's only got to hop across a couple of miles. It wouldn't need a surface shuttle."."I
don't cheat." Gen's sly look was worthy of a Mafia accountant testifying before a congressional.WELLESLEY STOOD TO deliver his final address
from in front of the Mission director's seat at the center of the raised dais facing out over the Congressional Hall of the Mayflower ifs Government
Center. In it he recapitulated the events that had taken place since the Mission's arrival at Alpha Centauri, dwelled for a long time on the things that
had been learned and the transformation of minds that had been brought about since then, paid tribute to those who had lost their lives to preserve
those lessons, and elaborated on the promise that the future now held for everybody on the planet, referring to them pointedly as "Chironians"
without making distinctions.."You don't sound like a guy who wants to be friends."."iLoco mocoso!".hopelessness was the result, perhaps the
burning away of illusions wasn't so desirable, after all..the woman obscene names, heaped verbal abuse on her, and she seemed to thrill to every
vicious and.in the mirror again without cringing.."I've seen your mother go through a lot of men over the years. She's always been so ... restless. I
knew.Geneva said, "I've never seen one, dear.".He is pleased by his ability to function in spite of his fear. He's also pleased by his
resourcefulness..always ends badly with junkies."."I put loose a lady like this once before, twice maybe, but those were daylight.".'Would they
accept a job like that?" Jean asked, sounding dubious,.The forest in which he crouches is also a forbidding realm at night, and perhaps in daylight
as well. Fear."Nice job you're doing," Hanlon remarked at last. "Glad you think so." The painter carried on.."I pretend to," Leilani said quietly.
"Around Dr. Doom, I play along with his story, all agog over Luki.Bernard Fallows leaned alongside the sliding glass door in the living room and
stared out at the lawn behind the apartment while he wondered to himself when he would be free to begin his new career at Port Norday. He had
broached the subject to Kath, as he now knew she had guessed he would, and she had told him simply that the people there who had met him were
looking forward to working with him. But he had agreed with Pernak and Lechat that a nucleus of people capable of taking rational control of
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events would have to remain available until the last possibility of extreme threats to the Chironians went away, and that Ramisson's Integrationist
platform, to which Lechat had now allied himself, needed support to allow the old order to extinguish itself via its own processes..seemed to have
been dammed into a still pool. Saturated by silence, the house brimmed also with an.package of frankfurters to his chest, scampering like a
monkey, and retreating pell-mell from the battle.important to the definition of who she was than medical science yet realized. What if she purged
herself of."What other way is there?" Lechat Eked.."I guess you have to learn moderation in this place," Stanislau remarked, studying his
half-emptied glass of dark, frothy Chironian beer. He shook his head slowly. "You know, this sounds crazy but sometimes I wish they would make
us pay for it."."Stay off the streets and keep out of sight," Fulmire said. "Sterm and Stormbel have pulled a coup. They've got the SDs and at least
some of the regular units-I'm not sure how many. They're arresting all the members of Congress up here, and squads are out at this moment to
round up the rest. I'm probably on the list too, so this will have to be quick. They're taking over the Communications Center, and they've made a
deal with Slessor to leave him and his crew alone if he sticks to worrying about the safety of the ship. Get out of Phoenix if you can. I don't know
if-" The picture and the voice cut out suddenly..generous seasoning of stars salts the clear pant of the sky, but still the desert steadily darkles,
minute by.twice, and I don't mean dirty-old-man-going-to-jail touching. Just ordinary touching. Both times, so much.hospitable place, her tearless
eyes filled with horror, and sharp fear carved ugly lines in the lovely half of.Chapter 6.Weathered stone sentinels loom like the Injuns who probably
stood here to watch wagon trains full of
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